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In line with additicns to installed capacity, total generation by public

utilities increased rapidly, from 5106 GWh in 1950 to 264,231 GWh in

19590/91, registering an annual growth rate of 10.4 percent over this

pericd. Until the 1980s, the growth rate in hydro and thermal generation
was comparable, but during the 1980s, hydro generation increased at a

rate of only 4.4 percent compared to a growth rate of 11.6 percent in

thermal generation.
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Transmission of electricity is defined as bulk transfer of power over along
distance at a high voltage generally of 132 kV and above. In India bulk transmis-
sion has increasad from 3708 ckm in 1950 to more than 265,000 ckm today. The
entire country has been divided into five regions for transmission systems,
namely, Northern Region, North Eastern Region, Eastern Region, Southern
Region and Western Region. The interconnected transmission system within
each region is also called the regional grid.
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